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must certainly furnish a more delightful spectacle than any hitherto exhibited, to such as are curious of reviews and military exercitations.
I am here aware that the grave Mrs. Osborne will seriously object, that this army, not being alive, cannot be useful; and that the more lively and ingenious Mr. "Walsingham* may possibly insinuate, that a waxen army is not likely to stand fire well.
To the lady, I answer thus beforehand, that if, in the late times of war, our present army has been of no more use than a waxen one, a waxen one will now, in time of peace, be as useful as they; and as to any other reasons that she or her whole sex may have, for preferring a live standing army to this, they are considerations of a private nature, and must not weigh against so general and public a good.
To the pleasant 'squire I reply, that this army will stand its own fire very well, which is all that seems requisite.
But give me leave to say too, that an army thus constituted will be very far from being without its terror, and will doubtless strike all the fear that is consistent with the liberties of a free people; wax, it is well known, being the most natural and expressive imitation of life, as it unites in itself the different advantages of painting and sculpture.
Our British monarchs in the Tower are never beheld but with the profoundest respect and reverence ;
* The Free Briton, a periodical paper publiBhed under the direction of Sir Eobert Walpole, bore the signature of Francis Walsing-ham, but in fact was written by William Arnall, who was bred an attorney, and commenced party-writer at twenty years of age. It has been alleged that for Free Bntons and other writings, Arnall obtained of public money, in four years, the sum of 10,997?. 6a. 8d.